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SECOND CAPTIVE FLOCK OF ENDANGERED WHOOPING CRANES 
TO BE ESTABLISHED 

Plans to establish a second captive flock of endangered 

whooping cranes in Wisconsin were announced today by John Turner, 

Director of the Interior Department's U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service, during a news conference held at the Service's Patuxent 

Wildlife Research Center in Laurel, Maryland. 

"This should prove to be a win-win situation for America's 
premier endangered species," Turner said. "It also demonstrates 
how the private and public sectors can form new partnerships to 
better conserve our fish, wildlife, and plant resouces." 

Joining Turner in making the announcement were-Constance 
Harriman, Assistant Secretary of the Interior for Fish and 
Wildlife and Parks: Jim Range, Chairman of the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation (Foundation) which will help fund the 

.project; and George Archibald, Director of the International 
Crane Foundation (ICF) which will manage the second flock. 

The Patuxent Wildlife Research Center, a world leader in 
endangered species propagation and research, houses the only 
captive flock of whooping cranes in the world. The flock was 
established in 1967 using eggs from Canada's Wood Buffalo 
National Park and a crippled young-of-the-year rescued from the 
park in 1964 under a cooperative agreement between the United 
States and Canada. Currently, the flock, managed by Canada and the 
United States, consists of 54 birds. Two'additional captive birds 
from the population reside with the International Crane Foundation, 
and one is located at the San Antonio Zoo. 

In order to protect the population from an epidemic or other 
disaster, Service officials decided to divide the, flock and 
transfer some birds to a second breeding center located at ICF's 
headquarters in Baraboo, Wisconsin. The ICF was chosen because of 
its extensive experience and success in breeding various crane 
species. The transfer, which will involve 22 whooping cranes, is 
expected to take place in November. 
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Future plans call for ICF to maximize the breeding and 
production of whooping cranes while the Patuxent Center 
concentrates on research. One proposal under consideration calls 
for using cranes produced by the captive flocks to establish a 
second self-sustaining wild flock. (An experimental flock 
established at the Grays Lake National Wildlife Refuge in Idaho in 
1975 has not proven to be self-sustaining, having failed to produce 

eggs l 1 

The only self-sustaining wild flock consists of over 140 adult 
birds which migrate between Wood Buffalo National Park in Canada 
and Aransas National Wildlife Refuge in Texas. A second self- 
sustaining wild flock will offer greater assurance for the 
species' future. 

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation is providing a 
grant of $200,000 to ICF for the construction of 12-15 pens to 
house the whooping crane flock at the Baraboo facility. Ground- 
breaking for the pens is planned for mid-September. The 
Foundation is a private, non-profit organization established by 
Congress in 1984. It is not an agency of the U.S. Government. The 
Foundation undertakes numerous activities which promote the 
conservation and management,of this country's fish, wildlife, and 
plant resources for present and future generations of Americans. 

The ICF is a private, non-profit organization dedicated to 
the preservation of cranes worldwide. Since 1973, it has 
successfully bred 13 of the 15 crane species, fledging nearly 200 
chicks in the process. The ICF also was the first center in the 
world to breed Siberian cranes and hooded cranes, and the first in 
North America to breed Brolga cranes. 
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NOTE TO EDITORS: Black-and-white photos of the press conference 
are available on loan from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Audiovisual Office, (202) 343-5611. 
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